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Salient Characteristics of Political

Culture
1 Individualistic
I Not family, clan, class, religion or other ties.
1 High Self-regard
iInShining city on a hil
I Patriotic
1 Belief In fairness, equal opportunity

I Expectation of progress but not of equal
outcomes

1Af fectati on of nmi dd|
iLIittle recognition of



American Democracy

1 \WWhat definition should we use?

I Classic definition of government of all by all.
1Everyone counts equally.
1 Majority rule to make decisions.
I With a larger population and more extensive
territory, this becomes unwieldy.
1 The next step?
1 Historically how has this usually occurred?



1 Representative Democracy or Republican
Government

I Process considerations
I Outcome considerations



Democracy as a Process

1 Inclusion of the citizenry In the suffrage

1 Free and fair e

1 Freedom of ex
government

ections

nression to criticize the

1 Access to information from alternative

sources

1See the work

of Robert A. Dahl



